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they shall be fully exacted from house to house. It
is worth considering whether the Apostles, taught
by the God Christ Himself 3 and sent to preach to
the world, required the exaction of tithes or any-
where demanded them. We know that the tithing
of our substance is a very good thing; but it is
better to sacrifice the tithe than to lose the faith.
And indeed we, born and brought up and taught
in the Catholic f aith, scarce consent to tithe to the
full our substance ; how much does feeble faith not
consent to the gift of tithe, and the infant will,
and the covetous mind. But when faith has be-
come strong, and the practice of Christianity is
confirmed, then, as to perfect men, may stronger
precepts be given, from which the mind, become
solid in the Christian religion, may not recoil."

He then proceeds to urge that the adults of the
conquered Huns shall not be baptized until they
have first been carefully taught, " lest the ablution
of sacred baptism of the body profit nothing." On
this subject of the baptism of the Huns a long
report is found in a tenth-century collection of
Alcuin's letters, written by Paulinus the Patriarch
of Aquileia, describing a discussion which took
place at a meeting of bishops, or in the College
of Bishops, summoned by King Pippin in the
summer of this year 796.

Ep. 69. In the autumn of 796, Alcuin again writes on
the subject of tithes, this time addressing his
friend1 Megenfrid, the treasurer of the palace,
and dealing not with the Hiins, but with the
Saxons. Alcuin writes to him as to one of the
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